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Just look at this exciting offer! You get giant 
collection of 116 all different genuine stamps. 
Here are some highlights: TOGO—set of 2 Yuri 
Gagarin Spaceman; CHAD—4 exotic animal 
triangles; POLYNESIA—2 South Sea beauty 
queens; ALBANIA—set of 4 old imperforate 
“Double Eagles’’s MONACO—giant Lourdes 
diamond shape. (So far every stamp is in bril- 
liant mint condition). Also: MALDIVES—U.N. 
Anniv.; new African country of RWANDI— 
Independence stamp with map (also mint). 
JAPAN—New Year Celebration Commemor- 
ative. This splendid collection includes triangles, 
diamonds, imperfs. hard-to-get countries and 
many fascinating and unusual stamps and sets 
from all over the world. Grand total 116 all differ- 
ent genuine stamps. 
FREE iF YOU ORDER 
NOW. 42 STAMP SIZE 
PORTRAITS OF KINGS OF 
ENGLAND SINCE WILLIAM 
THE CONQUEROR 
This fabulous show- 
piece cannot be 
obtained elsewhere 
at any price! 
EVERYTHING FOR 1/- TO INT- 
RODUCE FAMOUS BARGAIN 


APPROVALS (The world's finest approvals. The best way to build a 
collection at a low cost—and enjoy stamp collecting!) Please tell 
your parents you are answering this advertisement. 


s | SEND 1'- TODAY ASK FOR LOT P26 
, , RK HILL. 
BROADWAY APPROVALS, *°,D ER MN SE 5. 
LOT T enclose 1/-. Rush me the 116 different stamps plus the 42 Portraits. Send 
P26 a selection of bargain approvals for free examination 


NAME __ “ a —— — eee — 
ADDRESS — — 
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TECHNIQUE OF LONG-RAN 
RECONNAISSANCE TO A FINE 
ART. ON A LESS AMBITIOUS } 
SCALE , SO DID THE GERMANS .. . 


IN THE EBB AND FLOW OF THE 
NORTH AFRICAN CAMPAIGNS , 
THE BRITISH DEVELOPED A 
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ONE NIGHT, EARLY IN 1942, AN 2 AB 
ENGHT- WHEELED ARMOURED CAR : 








WE'RE CLOSE TO OUR 
OBJECTIVE, FELOWEBEL. THIS 
ROUTE IS BEING FOLLOWED BY 
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[SECONO-LIEUTENANT KESSLER WAS IN [NEXT To KESSLER IN RANK WAS A PLEASANT- 
| COMMAND OF THE GERMAN A.F.V’S CREW. | | LOOKING YOUNG BAVARIAN, FRANZ LENSDORF. 
| A HARD-FACED CHARACTER, WITH A BITTER | | A FELOWEBEL, EQUIVALENT TO A SERGEANT 
MOUTH AND A VOICE LIKE ARASPING FILE... | |IN THE BRITISH ARMY... 
WE'LL sane? a | : WE DON'T NEED TO WAIT, © 
LIE UP HERE : HERR LEUTNANT. LOOK THERE } 
BTL WeSEE : coeeee fe TO THE NORTH-EAST — 
a SOME SIGN OF ieee is ciss BRITISH TAN 
THE ENEMY’S fag ce a : 
A ACTIVITIES . 











FRANZ LENSDORF WAS RIGHT. A CLUSTER OF IRONCLADS COULD BE SEEN STATIONARY 
IN THEIR LEAGUER IN THE MOONLIT DESERT. 


‘ ARE 
MATILDAS ? VALENTINES ? 
CRUSADERS ? 
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OUR JOB IS TO FIND OUT DETAILS. 
LENSDORF, WORK CLOSE TO THOSE B 
TANKS AND LEARN THEIR TYPE, 
WHAT STRENGTH THEY'RE IN, 
AND SO ON. TAKE ONE OF 

THE MEN WITH YOU. 


EHLERTS 











TROOPER EHLERT JOINED FRANZ LENSOORF. 
KESSLER BIT OUT A FEW TERSE WORDS 
AS THEY LEFT... 


YOU MADE A GOOD CHOICE INEHLERT, —_‘ 
FELDWEBEL . HE SPEAKS ENGLISH ALMOST B 
AS WELL AS YOU DO. SEE iF YOU CAN 
BOTH PUT YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE LANGUAGE TO GOOD USE . 








THE AFRIKA KORPS N.C.O. AND THE TROOPER SILENTLY APPROACHED WITHIN EARSHOT 


WELL, MATES, 
TOMORROW WE'LL BE 
AT THE CONCENTRATION— 
AREA NEAR THE KAFFRA 


OF THE BRITISH LEAGUER.. 


DEPRESSION . 





LET'S HOPE OUR 
FLIPPIN’ JOURNEY'S 
BEEN NECESSARY — 

AND THAT THE BLuFF’t 
PAY OFF. 








Sound The Alarm 


FELDWEBEL LENSDORF FROWNED. BLUFF? WHAT DID THAT SIGNIFY 2 


EVIDENTLY SOME KIND OF 
DECEPTION IS BEING PRACTISED. 
I WONDER WHAT THE BRITISH ARE 
REALLY UP TO? THERE'S SOMETHING 
ELSE. I'VE MET THEIR TANK MEN 
IN BATTLE— AND THESE TOMMIES 
LOOK DIFFERENT TO ME. 


HE WAS SILE OMENT. THEN HE NODDED TOWARDS A TANK WHICH STOOD FIFTY 
YARDS FROM THEM .. « 


WE'LL TAKE 
PANZER 1 DON'T No 
ZER. , 
RECOGNISE IT BY : , Pipe tence 
ITS LINES, : " 





Sound The Alarm 


THE TWO GERMANS CRAWLED FORTY-NINE OF 
STOPPE! 


EY 


AND GAPED 


HMMEL 


SIT 


IS NOT A PANZER 


CIRCLED THE CONTRAPTION WARILY. . - 


A FRAUDS CANVAS 
AND WOOD WITH A 
DUMMY GUN-BARREL . 

L MOUNTED ON A 

TRUCK'S CHASSIS 


yp JAS A CRUDE IMITATION ‘& 
BUT CONVINCING ENOUGH TO 
FOOL THE LUFTWAFFE OR 
ANY OBSERVERS WHO 
COULON'T GET TOO 
CLOSE. 
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THEY CHECKED UP ON OTHER VEHICLES. THE ONLY GENUINE ONE IN THE LEAGUER WAS 
A _SUPPLY-LORRY THAT DID NOT PRETEND TO BE ANYTHING ELSE ... bas 


WHAT TIME AT FIRST LIGHT. 
‘ PASS THE WORD TO 
SERGEANT MADISON 
AS SOON AS YOU'VE 
FINISHED YOUR | 
CHAR, VINCE, 
WILL YOU? _~ 











LENSDORF AND EHLERT CREPT AWAY AND BACK-TRACKED TO THE SPOT WHERE THEY HAD P| 
LEFT KESSLER. HE LISTENED TO THEIR REPORT WITH KEEN INTEREST... 


THEN THE BRITISH BUILD-UP IS A Y PRECISELY, HERR LEUTNANT, AND WE | } 
GRANDIOSE HOAX £ AND OUR HIGH ; MUST SET OUT FOR OUR LINES AT ONCE. 
COMMAND IS SERIOUSLY WEAKENING WE'LL HAVE TO TRAVEL ALONG WAY 
OUR FRONT IN ORDER TO MEET A THROUGH BRITISH-HELD TERRITORY 
SOUTHWARD THREAT BEFORE WE CAN BREAK WIRELESS 
WHICH DOES NOT 3: 2 SILENCE « 

EXIST / PN =. 3 ty Ps: 








10 


KESSLER FINGERED HIS CHIN THOUGHTFULLY. 
THERE WAS A MALIGNANT GLEAM IN HIS. 


EYE - ~-[No, WE'LL NOT 
SET OUT AT ONCE. WE'LL 

WAIT TILL MORNING AND ff 1S HE REALLY 
HAVE SOME SPORT WITH PROPOSING TO 
THE ENGLANDERS HANG AROUND 
YOU'VE JUST FOR HOURS, JUST 
VISITED. FOR SOME TWISTED 
PLEASURE HE'LL GET 

OUT OF AN ACT OF 

, SLAUGHTER ? 








THE BRITISH CONVOY 
WAS TO START OUT AT 
FIRST LIGHT, EH? WELL, 
IT MUST PASS THROUGH 
HERE ON ITS WAY TO THE 
KAFFRA DEPRESSION. / 
WE SHALL FURNMSH /T 
WITH A WELCOME £ 
RSs Ee ae 


Sound The_Alarm 


FRANZ LENSOORF LOOKED AT KESSLER 
ASKANCE. HE KNEW THE MAN HAD A 
VICIOUS STREAK IN HIM, BUT HE HAD 
NOT REALISED THE EXTENT OF IT. 

TT WOULDN'T 

BE AFIGHT, 
HERR LEUTNANT 
— fT WOULD BE 
A BLOOD-BATH. 


EXACTLY! YOU FIND 
THE IDEA DISTASTEFU 
FELOWEBEL? BAH! YOU'VE 
ALWAYS STRUCK ME 
AS BEING TOO 
SQUEAMISH £ 





THE MAN 
IS FAIRLY 


GLOATING OVER @ 


THE PROSPECT. 
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DAY BROKE. THE SUN ROSE SWIFTLY AND THE AIR INTHE WADI WAS OVEN-HOT UNDER ITS 
PITILESS:- RAYS WHEN THE BRITISH COLUMN ENTERED THE DEFILE ,.. 











AS KESSLER WAITED, FRANZ LENSDORF LIKENED HIM TO A WOLF LICKING ITS 
CHOPS IN ANTICIPATION OF ITS “KILL”... 


TURN OUT INTO THE OPEN, SCHRANKE F 
LERT, HOLD YOURSELF IN READINESS WITH 
LENSDORF, MOVE ASIDE ST’ bt 
MACHINE GUN PERSONALLY 
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THE EIGHT-WHEELER SWUNG INTO THE PATH OF THE ONCOMING CONVOY. THE JOLTING 











EXCELLENT, EHLERTS 
EXCELLENT?’ SCHRANKE , 
WHAT THE DEVIL ARE YOu ”- 

EASING UP FOR ? DRIVE 








THE BRITISH COLUMN HALTED. KHAKI-CLAD FIGURES BOGUS 
‘TANKS “ AND FROM THE THREE~TON TRUCK, IMMEDIATELY, KESSLER WAS IN HIS 











Sound The Alarm 13 
MEN FELL IN GROUPS UNDER THE SAVAGE BURSTS OF THE NAZI MACHINE GUN... 


a. 











TOWARDS THE REAR OF THE COLUMN, SOME HAD TIME 
UP FIRE POSITIONS. BUT THEY HAD NO CHANCE AGAINST THE 





y ¢ 


14 Sound The Alarm 
KESSLER WAS RUNNING NO RISKS. AT HIS ORDERS, EHLERT USED THE BIGGER GUN TO 
TACKLE THE SMALL POINT OF RESISTANCE . 


—~ 





HIS SECOND-IN- COMMAND TOOK UP THE 
CRY. HE WAS LIEUTENANT VINCE BAXTER 


NOT LONG OUT FROM THE U.K...- 


INTO 
THOSE CAVES f VW § 
MOVE £ 
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THERE WAS A RUSH FOR THE CAVES.‘ BY ee 
THEN, THE ARMOURED CAR'S MACHINE: GUN 


WAS IN OPERATION AGAIN... 


fd KEEP > 
]\ || STRAIGHT ON, 


THE LIEUTENANT DASHED TO —. SIDE, HAULED HIM we ONTO is SHOULOER . 
MEANWHILE, THE ARMOURED CAR WAS STORMING CLOSE. 
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FRANZ LENSDORF ACTED ON IMPULSE . HE PITCHED AGAINST KESSLER AND THREW 


HIM COMPLETELY OFF THE AIM. . H TZ, Zp 











UNAWARE HE HAD A GERMAN FE 
ON AS THE ENEMY A.F.V. SWEPT BY IN A FLURRY OF 


CURSE YOUS \/'t ASSURE YOU IT WAS AN 
YOU KNOCKED 








Sound The Alarm 


| 
THE NAZI VEHICLE SURGED PAST THE TAIL-END OF THE BRITISH COLUMN AND 
ABOUT-TURNED. KESSLER’S THIRST FOR BUTCHERY WAS NOT YET SLAKED.. . 


TWICE MORE THE ARMOURED CAR SELTED BACK AND FORTH ALONG THE WADI, 
BLAZING A TRAIL OF MURDER. AT LENGTH fT SWUNG OUT OF THE DEFILE TO 
WHEEL WESTWARD. . . F= a = : 


IF HE WERE NOT AFRAID. OF 
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Chapter 2. Out for Blood 





QUIET 


REPORT TO THE SENIOR, 
OFFICER THERE. 
UNDERSTOOD ? 


Ab Eon Aven ot aemounes 
SERGEANT. R.A.F. WILL BE ORDERED TO 
MOP 'EM UP— BUT EVEN IF THE 


IN THE THREE- TONNER ? Z 
YOU CAN'T TACKLE AN ARMOURED CAR'S KNOCKED 
ARMOURED CAR IN OUT, THE MEN IN IT MAY GET 
CLEAR . THAT'S WHY I WANT 

TO KEEP ON THEIR 


SUPPLY-TRUCK, SIR ! 
TRAIL. 
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THERE WERE ONLY A DOZEN ABLE-BODIED OTHER-RANKS IN THE COLUMN NOW. 
VINCE PICKED THE TOUGHEST SIX AND DISHED THEM OUT WITH THE AVAILABLE 


AUTOMATIC WEAPONS - {77 WANT TO STRESS THREE POINTS. ONE, THOUGH WE'RE 
ROYAL ARMY SERVICE CORPS WE'RE NEVERTHELESS 
FIGHTING-TROOPS. TWO, THOSE GERMANS MUST WO7- 
BE ALLOWED TO GET WITHIN CALL OF THEIR OWN 
LINES . THREE — IF IT COMES TO A SCRAP, 
: REMEMBER WHAT THEY DID 
TO YOUR PALS / 














THEY SET OFF WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY, RUMBLING PAST THE MELANCHOL 
AVENE OF THE we AIVIBUSCADE WHICH HAD TAKEN SO HEAVY AND SO CRUEL 
TOLL «os 
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THEY FOLLOWED THE EIGHT-WHEELER’S TRACKS, FOR HOURS. AT HIGH NOON THEY 
HEARD THE ORONE OF ENGINES ABOVE THE DEEP GROWL OF THEIR LORRY’S MOTOR 









PR HURRICANES ¥ AND 
IT'S My GUESS THEY'RE 
ON THE HUNT FOR THE 

NAZI ARMOURED CAR 
WE'RE TRAILING . 








VINCE WAS RIGHT. THE PILOTS OF THE TWO R.A.F. FIGHTERS WERE IN HOT 
PURSUIT OF THE GERMAN RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLE . . « 


OF THE FIGHTERS SWOOPED. IT 
THE ENEMY RECCE-CAR WAS IN THE | |CARRIED FOUR OERLIKON CANNON OF 
HURRICANE PILOTS’ VIEW. . TWENTY-MILLIMETRE CALIBRE . THEY 
HAMIVIERED OUT A DEADLY CONCERTO... 
cae D0 SOMETHING, LENSDORF/ DON'T 
reat aie hak JUST STAND THERE, MANS 


LLL TAKE FIRST ACH 
CRACK AT HERS so? rm 
—t_ THe MACHIN 2G 
NE GUK 
AGAIN, AMI? 








KEEPING HIS THOUGHTS TO HIMSELF, THE FELOWEBEL TOOK KESSLER’S PLACE BEHIND 
THE MACHINE GUN. HE QUICKLY LAID ITS SIGHTS ON THE FIRE-BARBED AIRCRAFT 
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GERMAN BULLETS BATTERED FRAGMENTS OFF THE HURRICANE’S NOSE AND 
FUSELAGE . THE PILOT SHOWED A PROMPT ANO HEALTHY RESPECT « « + 


HECK f THAT JERRY 
DOWN THERE'S. GOT GUTS 
AND A STEADY NERVE! 


HIMMEL £ 


LS 
IT'S ALL UP 
WITH MES 
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MORTALLY WOUNDED, SCHRANKE LOST CONTROL. THE ARMOURED FIGHTING-VEHICLE 
CAREEREQ WILDLY DOWN THE HILLSIDE. ALL AT ONCE KESSLER SCREAMED... - + 
i ———— eee eee 











i 
{ 


xt An 


7 NR 











A YELL FROM EHLERT TOLD FRANZ THAT THE GUNNER WAS A CASUALTY AS WELL. 
AN INSTANT LATER, THE EIGHT-WHEELER OVERTURNED ..« 
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PITcHED HEADLONG FROM THE TURRET, THE FELOWEBEL THUDDED TO THE GROUND AND 
ROLLED THROUGH A SIMOTHER OF DUST... ; 








HE FETCHED UP IN A HEAP ALONGSIDE THE SHELL-RIDOLED, DISABLEO A.F.V. 
THE PILOT OF THE SECOND HURRICANE FLEW OVER IT A COUPLE OF TIMES TO 
TAKE A GOOD LOOK... 


NOT A SIGN OF LIFE. 
WE MIGHT AS. WELL HEAD 
BACK FOR BASE, CHUM. 
HOW'S THAT ENGINE 
OF YOURS ? 


= 








Sound The Alarm 
BRUISED, SHAKEN , FRANZ LENSDORF THERE WAS NO ANSWER. 
LAY MOTIONLESS "UNTIL THE SOUND 
OF THE FIGHTERS’ MOTORS TAILED | 
AWAY . THEN HE STRUGGLED To HIS | 








ALL THREE OF THEM £ 
I CAN'T SAY I FEEL UKE 











HE REMEMBERED THE 


ARMOURED CAR'S RADIO-SET AND WONDERED IF IT WOULD 
STILL FUNCTION. HE CLIMBED BACK INTO THE TURRET TO PUT IT TO TE 
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@ FEW GARBLED WORDS REACHED HIS 
Ss ARS, AND FADED OUT INTO SILENCE, 
ABLE TO RAISE A RESPONSE TO HIS HE TRIED IN VAIN TO RE-ESTABLISH 
CALL SIGN. A FAINT RESPONSE , AT ACT. FINALLY HE GAVE UP... - 
THAT . I'VE WASTED TOO MUCH PRECIOUS TIME. 
CAVA ETE REEL CT A BRITISH PATROL MAY SOON SHOW UP. 
Py I'D BETTER MAKE MYSELF SCARCE, 
— WHILE I CANS 








THERE WERE PROVISIONS IN A COMPARTIVENT OF THE A.F.V. HE STOCKED UP AND 

ARMED. HIMSELF, STOICALLY ACCEPTING THE PROSPECT OF A LONG AND RIGOROUS 

TREK . pea A SCHMEISSER, AND A 
=— MAUSER FOR GOOD’ MEAS 





Sound The Alarm 
HE PLODOED WESTWARD, INTO A GATHERING HAZE THAT CUT DOWN VISIBILITY 
TO THREE HUNDRED YARDS . 


AS LONG AS 
I DON'T FALL FOUL OF 
ANY_BRITISH FATROLS— Qo 
LIKE THEIR LONG-RANGE 
DESERT GROUPS 








THE GREY, EERIE MIST HAD SWALLOWED HIM WHEN VINCE BAXTER’S PARTY 
REACHED THE CRIPPLED RECCE-CAR.. + 
IT’S DEAD- QUIET 
SIR . DON'T SEEM I'm TAKING 

AS IF ANYBODY'S 


NO CHANCES, 


AT HOME. CORPORAL KENDALL / 
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A BRIEF INVESTIGATION TOLD VINCE HE HAD NO NEED OF HIS REVOLVER. HE WAS 
ABOUT TO DROP FROM THE A.F.V. WHEN HE HEARD THE RADIO CRACKLING. HE 
PICKED UP THE HEAD-SET... 


ACHTUNG, CICERO 
EIN... ACHTUNG, 
CICERO EIN... 








THE VOICE WAS LOUD AND CLEAR, AND AS IT WENT ON SPEAKING THE BRITISH 
OFFICER LISTENED CLOSELY. HE HAD A WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF GERMAN... 


Ee PLENTY. IT SEEMS ONE OF THE JERRIES IN THE ARMOURED CAR WAS 

HEAR IN TOUCH WITH THEIR UNIT'S HEADQUARTERS A LITTLE WHILE AGO. 
I GATHER HE LOST CONTACT, BUT SAID ENOUGH TO WHET THE 
APPETITE OF CHARACTER WHO'S YAMIMERING OVER 
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AN EXCLAMATION FROM ONE OF HIS MEN DIVERTED VINCE'S ATTENTION FROM THE 


MISTER BAXTER 
LOOK AT THESE TRACKS / THE DEVIL HE DID? THEN WE'RE 
ONE OF THAT CREW GOING AFTER HIM £ IT'S UP TO US 


GOT AWAY / 
THE GAFF ABOUT THOSE 
DUMMY TANKS F 
—— 








ACHTUNG, 

CICERO EIN... 

ACHTUNG , CICERO 
EIN... 
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THE DRIVER OF THE THREE-TONNER HEADED ACROSS A SANDY PLAIN, FOLLOWING THE 
SINGLE SET OF FOOTPRINTS. IN A FEW MINUTES A LONE FIGURE WAS SEEN .-» td 









THERE HE 
ISITHERE'S OUR 


wakes 
X hg ge See eee 
s ee 














SALT-MARSH f 
tT LOOKED FIRM 
ENOUGH , BUT WE'VE 
GONE CLEAN THROUGH 
THE CRUST, SIRS 
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TO GO ON BY TRUCK WAS IIIPOSSIBLE . IT TOOK CONSIDERABLE SPINNING OF THE 
| FRONT WHEELS AND GRATING OF THE GEARS TO BACK OUT OF THE TREACHEROUS 


"eu. S008 & rene SESE CNE He 

EL IN RUN ee 4 GIVE HIM THE ie NH IS 

THAT JOKER TO ee “A CREWMATES DEALT OUT IN THAT WADI 
f sss SO MACY— WALDRON — LATCH ON TO HIM 

WITH THE BRENS i 





Ory Zi, ea oe 





















SHOOT HIM LIKE YOU'D SHOOT 
A MAD DOG. MEN OF HIS 
BREED DON’T DESERVE A 
BETTER END, 
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THE BRENS ORILLED THE AIR WITH BURSTS OF THREE-O-THREE . TWIN STREAMS 
OF. BULLETS FLOGGED PAST FRANZ LENSDORF AS HE RACED FOR COVER ..- 











UFEL J 

rm) A DEAD 
PIGEON IF IL DON'T 
GET MY HEAD 

















HE BUNDLED INTO A 
HOLLOW, MARVELLING 
THAT HE HAD BEEN 

ABLE TO REACH IT. 


Sound fhe Alarm 
FRANZ WRIGGLED INTO A FIRING-POSITION. .. 













THE ODDS ARE ALL AGAINST ME, BUT 

AT LEAST I CAN HIT BACK WITH THE 

MAUSER RIFLE. A GOOD THING 

L BROUGHT IT WITH ME. A 

SCHMEISSER WOULON’T BE 

iMIUCH GOOD AT THIS 
AN 














THERE WAS NO QUESTION OF SURRENDER IN HIS MIND. TOO MUCH DEPENDED ON HIM. 
His INGER T OK TH Ee ARST PRESSURE ON THE TRIGGER AND SQUEEZED OFF A SHOT. 
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[HOLO YOUR, FIRE / HE'S MORE THAN A VINCE COULD SEE THE HAZE WAS 
MATCH FOR YOU AS A MARKSIVIAN AND THICKENING. HE BANKED ON IT 
YOU'RE ONLY WASTING AMMO. ANYWAY, DEVELOPING INTO AN EFFECTIVE 
IF WE BIDE OUR TIME I THINK WE CAN SCREEN — AND THIS WAS EXACTLY 
TAKE HIM AS EASY AS FALLING OFF A LOG, WHAT CAME ABOUT. 





iY CORPORAL, I’M 
GOING TO WORK A 
QUICK FLANKER. I'LL 


/ TAKE WILLIS WITH ME. | 
| YOU AND THE OTHERS 


AT THE ‘EYES- FRONT.’ 

BUT AIM HIGH, OR YOU'LL 

HIT US AS WE CLOSE 
IN ON HIM. 


iT SEEMED A REASONABLE STRATAGEM, BUT IT DID NOT PAN OUT THE WAY VINCE 
BAXTER HAD HOPED - YES. I SHOULD'VE GIVEN HIM J 
CREDIT FOR HAVING THE SENSE 
“{ TO DO JUST THAT, IT MEANS WE'LL 
HAVE TO BASH ON AFTER HIM. 
WILLIS, TAKE BACK A 
MESSAGE TO CORPORAL 
KENDALL... 
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CORPORAL, MISTER BAXTER SAYS LUMSDEN HERE 
ISTO BE DRIVEN TO-THE KAFFRA BASE FOR MEDICAL 
IN A MINUTE OR TWO TREATMENT. ME AND MACY AND WALDRON AND YOU 
| WILLIS WAS PASSING ARE TO JOIN MISTER BAXTER — WITH ENOUGH GRUB 

THESE ONTO THE N.C.O.. . _ AND WATER FROM THE TRUCK TO LAST 
i SEVENTY-TWO HOURS... 











poses 
THE LIEUTENANT REELED 
OFF INSTRUCTIONS AND 























Sound The Alarm 
THE LORRY TRUNDLED EASTWARD AT A CRAWL, IN DUE COURSE, THE OCCUPANTS OF 
ITS CAB SAW THE DERELICT NAZI RECCE-CAR AGAIN— AND AN OPEN TRUCK BESIDE IT. 
WHAT GOES ON, 
SMUDGER ? WHERE SEARCH ME, 
D'YOU SUPPOSE THOSE LUMSDEN, MATE . BUT 
BLOKES SPRANG FROM THE SIZE OF ’EM 
THEY LOOK LIKE 
FLIPPIN’ GUARDSIVIEN . 














JHE TRUCK-LOAD OF MEN BY THE ARMOURED CAR PROVED 10 BE MEN OF THE) 


SPECIAL AIR SERVICE BRIGADE, THE SERVICE UNIT WHICH HAD BEEN WINNING 
RENOWN SINCE NOVEMBER, I941... 


TM CAPTAIN HALLORAN. I WAS SENT WE'RE TWO OF MISTER BAXTER’S MEN, 
UT TO CHECK UP ON THIS BATTLE-BUGGY.}| SIR. WE ALL WENT AFTER A JERRY. / 
WE WERE TOLD WE MIGHT RUN ACROSS MISTER BAXTER AND FOUR OF OUR 
AN R.A.S.C. DETACHMENT, é MATES ARE.ON THE TRACK OF 

LIEUTENANT BAXTER 5 
IN CHARGE . 


| 
| 
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37 
SMUDGER SMITH DESCRIBED ALL THAT HAD TAKEN PLACE . WHEN HE HAD FINISHED, 
CAPTAIN HALLORAN WAVED HIM ON . . « 
50 ONE OF 
IE ARMOURED 
CAR'S CREW ESCAPED BUT HOW, SIR? 
— AND AN R.A.S.C. : WE CAN'T DRIVE ACROSS 
OFFICER AND FOUR ane 
MEN ARE OUT FOR 
HIS BLOOD. THEN OUR 
JOB IS‘TO CATCH UP 
BEFORE THEY GET 
~~ HIM. 





ITS 5 
iy OE we 
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Chapter 3. The Survivor 


THE MIST OVER THE SALT-FLATS 

















VISIBILITY WAS TOO POOR FOR ACCURACY. NO SHOTS ray EFFECT, THOUGH THE 
GERMAN WAS ONY A FRACTION OFF THE MARK WITH 


PHEW £ THAT WAS TOO DARNED 
CLOSE f THE SON-OF-A-GUN HAS 
THE EDGE ON US ALL RIGHT’ SUT 

WE'LL NAIL HIM, JUST THE 
SAME! 
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THE DAY WORE ON. THE LIGHT. FADED. VINCE REALISED HIS LADS WERE BEGINNING 


= THEY'RE WHACKED, . 
ANDNO WONDER / THEY'VE 
DONE PRETTY WELL FOR 
REAR-ECHELON SWADDIES. 
I'M BOUND TO ADMIT I'M ABOUT 
ALL-IN MYSELF AND I'M NOT 
LUMBERED WITH 

















HE CALLED A HALT AND THE MEN HAD VINCE BUT KNOWN IT, THE FUGITIVE 
PRACTICALLY DROPPED IN THEIR TRACKS ...| | WAS AT THAT VERY INSTANT WEIGHING UP 
WE CAN'T HOPE TO THE HAZARDS OF TAKING A REST— AND HE 

FOLLOW FOOTPRINTS IN ‘THE WAS BARELY TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY 


DARK, ANYHOW. COME DAYLIGHT, YARDS AWAY £ 
WELL PRESS ON. AFTER ALL, 
THE JERRY HAS TO HAVE A 
“BREATHER “ SOME TIME AS 
WELL— AND WHEN HE 
DOES... 


T CAN'T SEE 
OR HEAR ATHING . 


THEM ? I THINK I'LL 
(MOVE OFF THE COURSE 
I'VE BEEN FOLLOWING . @ 
THAT WAY, THEY 
WON'T STUMBLE 
RIGHT ON TO ME. 
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HE HAD, IN FACT, BEEN TRAVELLING ON A 
WESTERLY COMPASS-BEARING . NOW HE 
STRUCK DUE SOUTH FOR A COUPLE OF 
“HUNDRED YARDS .- - 


I DAREN'T SLEEP. I'LL HAVE A 
BITE TO EAT, AND THEN I'LL LET 
THE TIREDNESS OOZE OUT OF MY. 
LEGS AND FEET a 


FOR AN HOUR OR Miie-<Us Rue 
SO. ONE HOUR , \ 
TWO HOURS ? d ‘ 


OF DAY— AND BY THE ALERT AND 





YET FRANZ LENSDORF WAS NO FOOT- 
SLOGGER EITHER. DOG-WEARY, HE DOZED 
OFF IN SPITE OF HIS GOOD INTENTIONS — 
DOZED OFF INTO THE DEEPEST OF 
SLUMBERS... 





DISCOVERED BY THE BROAD LIGHT 
INCE AND HiS MEN. 
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THE BRITISH UEUTENANT AND HIS MEN STARTED FOR HIM. THEY WERE NOT MORE THAN 
FIFTY PACES FROM HIM WHEN HIS EYES TWITCHED OPEN . . « 


HE'S ONTO USS 
HE'S GOING TO SHOOT 
iT OUT F 





VINCE BAXTER HAD A VISION OF A WADI WHERE MURDER HAD RUN RIOT, WHERE 
CONMIRADES HAD DIED WITHOUT A FIGHTING CHANCE. COLO-BLOODEDLY, HE DREW 





Sound The: Alarm 


FRANZ LENSDORF SPRAWLED TO THE DIRT. VINCE CHARGED 
FORWARD TO WHERE THE BAVARIAN LAY. .- - 





A LOOK OF SUDDEN AWARENESS CROSSED THE GERMAN'S FACE. 
HE BEGAN TO PROTEST ... 


YOU ARE THINKING OF 


A LIKELY TALE . I KNOW YOUR 
SORT... MERCILESS KILLERS 
WHEN YOU'RE ON TOP, BUT 
HAND INIT £ Ll WAS THERE , FULL OF SELF-RIGHTEOUS 
BUT I DISAPPROVED, DENIALS WHEN YOU'RE 
AND MY OFFICER ‘ i) UP AGAINST !T — 

KNEW IT... IN 











Sound The Alarm 


A SHOT RAPPED OUT..~- A SHOT THAT CAME FROM A CLUSTER OF RUINED 
MUD-HOVELS. VINCE FELT THE HARD, NUMBING IMPACT OF A BULLET... 











.| HIS LEFT LEG BUCKLED UNDER HIM. HE HAD 
NO SOONER FALLEN THAN KENDALL AND WILLIS 
GRABBED HOLD OF HIM ... ALIVOST IMMEDIATELY, 

‘LA DOZEN MAUSERS OPENED UPS 


T AM LUCKY ALL 

RIGHT / BUT I MUST 

ROLL _OUT OF THE 
LINE OF FIRE £ 








44 Sound The Alarm 


[FHKE DERELICT OWELLINGS DISGORGED A SECTION OF MENIN AFRIKA KORPS UNIFORM. 
THEY SWARMED FORWARD WHILE SKULKING COMRADES GAVE COVERING-FIRE . . 





YOU AND YOUR MEN CAN 
RUN FASTER THAN THAT £ 











Sound The Alarm 


COMPARED WITH GERMAN RECCE-TROOPS 
HIS LADS WERE RAW AMATEURS IN COMBAT. 
| HE GUESSED EVERY SECOND OF WAITING 
iMUST BE SHEER TORTURE FOR THEM... 
7 WILL THEIR NERVES HOLD OUT ? 
BUT IF THEY LET FLY NOW 
THEY'LL ONLY MISS... 





THEN MACY SANG OUT. TIMOROUS AND 
LACKING IN INITIATIVE, VINCE WOULD HAVE 
SAIO OF HIM — AND NOW HERE WAS MACY 
TURNING TO HIM WITH AWRY GRIN... 


FOR PETE'S SAKE SAY 
SOMETHING, SIR — EVEN IF 
{T'S ONLY GOODBYE F 








6 a Sound The Alarm a 
A WITHERING tats. 4) TORE THE NAZI ASSAULT-GROUP TO SHREDS. ONLY TWO OF 
THE ENENIY SECTICN OUTLIVED THE GUSTS OF +303 FROM BRENS AND -45 FROM 









TURN OFF THE TAPS, BOYS / WE DID 
FINE, BUT WE'D BETTER SAVE OUR AMMO 
IN CASE WE HAVE TO FACE UP 
TO MORE ATTACKS. 








VINCE SQUINTED DOWN THE SLOPE. HIS 

GLANCE FLITTED OVER THE BODIES AT THE 
FOOT OF IT— AND SIDELONG TO A GERMAN 
WHO LAY WOUNDED AND DEFENCELESS ... 


/A FEW MINUTES AGO T WAS ALL SET TO 
SLASST THE DAYLIGHTS OUT OF THAT 
FELLOW. I'M GLAD I DIDN'T. IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN A DELIBERATE ACT OF 
MURDER. I DON'T BELIEVE I COULD 
HAVE LIVED ae MEMORY 


MAYBE I GOT THE HATE 
QUT OF ME WHEN L SLAZED OFF 
A MAGAZINE AT THOSE JERRIES 
JUST NOW. BUT THIS 1S NO TIME 
TO BE ANALYSING MY FEELINGS. THE 
QUESTION IS — WHAT'S THE NEXT 
MOVE TO BE AND WHO'S TO 





Sound The Alarm 


THE ENEMY _IN THE TUMBLE-DOWN ARABS HAMLET.MADE THE NEXT MOVE. A TRUCK 
LURCHED INTO VIEW AND RACKETED TOWARDS A CONVENIENT DIP AT HIGH SPEED... 


Z 


) j 
el 


i ew 





MORTAR WAS SWIFTLY SET UP, }” 
a a_i 
ao 4 * 








is Sound The Alarm 
JHE BOME DROPPED SHORT, BUT VERY NEARLY CLAIMED A CASUALTY... 





THE MORTAR'S AIM WAS CORRECTED WITHIN A FEW SECONDS, THOUGH. THE CREST 
OF THE DUNE BELLIEO FLAME AND SMOKE IN A SHATTERING CONCUSSION J 
a 5 











Sound The_Afarm 49 
THE DIRT AND THE FUMES SWIRLED ANOTHER BOMB FLUTTERED DOWN AND 
AWAY. TWO MEN LAY DEAD... EXPLODED WITH A RINGING CRASN . I> 
SNUFFED OUT KENDALL'S LIFE... 
THEY’ VE — THEY'VE 

HAD IT, SIR / WALDRON, BEETLE OFF WHILE YOU'RE 
STILL |N ONE PIECE. IF I FELT UPTO IT, 
I BELIEVE I'D BE TEMPTED TO _— MY 
| HOOK WITH YOU. AS ITIS, I MAY 

WELL STAY PUT. 





WALDRON'S TONE WAS DOGGED. VINCE HAD TO THREATEN HiM WITH THE HELLFIRE 
AND BRIMSTONE OF A KING~SIZE COURT-MARTI 


MARTIAL BEFORE HE WOULD BUDGE . 
DO AS I SAY, WALDRON. YOU MAY 


EVEN RUN INTO SOME OF OUR OWN 
PEOPLE AND BRING HELP. 
WE MUST PREVENT ANY 





D_ Sound The Alarm 
THEY WERE WALDRON'S LAST WORDS. HE VANISHED WITHOUT TRACE IN THE 








BUNDING, WHITE-HOT SHOCK-WAVE OF A DIRECT HIT. 


BLOTTED OUT BECAUSE 
X ORDERED HIM TO TRY AND 
SAVE HIS OWN SKIN BUT 

HOW WAS I TO KNOW. .? 


SS  —E—E—e————ee———eeeee Eee 
PRESENTLY, VINCE HEARD A MEDLEY OF GUTTURAL SHOUTS BLENDING WITH THE 
ECHOES OF THE BOMB-BLASTS. HE FACED HIS FRONT ANEW... 


OVER THE 
goa MORTAR THIS TIME. 
AND NOW THERE’S 





Sound The Alarm 
HE LAY IN WAIT, HIS TAUT STOMACH-MUSCLES CONTRACTING TO EACH SUCCESSIVE 
THUNDERCLAP 


OF THE PROLONGED BOMBARDMENT . - - 











VINCE'S TOMMY-GUN HAMMERED FEROCIOUSLY. THE APPROACHING NAZIS RAISED A 
CHORUS OF HOWLS AND ABOUT-TURNED — THOSE OF THEM WHO DODGED THE BEATEN-ZONE# 


“THAT'S IT 7 
RUN, YOU 
PERISHERS £ 








5Z Sound The Alarim 


F3UT IN THAT SAME INSTANT, YET ANOTHER MORTAR-SHELL PLUMMETEO. THE EARTH 
H LIETED UNDER VINCE AND HE WAS HURLED ASIDE . , 








THE BOMBARDMENT PETERED OUT. A SILENCE SETTLED OVER THE DESERT. IN THAT 
SHLENCE, FRANZ LENSDORF WAS THE FIRST TO STIR HIMSELF... 


THA 
MY TOMMY-GUN AT HIS 


MORTAR - BOMB 
FINISH ME OFF? 





; Sound The_Alarm 
FRANZ LOOKED BACK DOWN THE THEY WERE KILLED, HERR : 
OBERLEUTNANT.I ESCAPED, | 
AND WAS FOLLOWED BYA J 


INJURED, !S 
HE ? THEN I'LL 


REALLY YOU, 
LENSDORF? WHERE'S 
(MY GOOD FRIEND LEUTNANT | | aff “> 
KESSLER? AND YOUR | 


FRANZ LENSDORF FORESTALLED THE OBERLEUTNANT. HE SEIZED VINCE*S TOMIVTY-GUN 
AND CALLED OUT IN A TONE THAT MATCHED THE NAZI OFFICER'S FOR VENOM . . « 








Sound The Alarm 
A EWRST OF POINT-FOUR-FIVE SLUGS RIPPED FROM THE TOMMY GUN... 
/ SHS DON'T MOVE OR UTTER A WORDS JUST LIE STILL 
AND PRAY THAT KROHN DOESN'T CLIMB THE SLOPE TO 
TAKE A LOOK AT YOU / IT SEEMS HE'S THE SAME BREED | 
THAT KESSLER WAS BUT PERHAPS I CAN CONVINCE 
L GERMANS ARE NOT OF 
A PATTERN... 





KROHN DID NOT CLIM& THE SLOPE . FRANZ THREW ASIDE THE 
THOMPSON SUB-MACHINE-GUN. BEFORE HE TURNED HE SPOKE 
AGAIN IN A WHISPER T CAN DO NO [MORE FOR YOU. NOW YOU 
MUST TAKE YOUR CHANCE, AND RELY ON ONE 
OF YOUR PATROLS RUNNING ACROSS YOU. 
GOOD. LUCK, ENGLANDER . 















ite oes SOU. Ane ALOT. 
THE BAVARIAN SHUFFLED AWAY. VINCE REIVIAINED MOTIONLESS FOR A FEW SECONDS. 
THEN HE DRAGGED HIMSELF TO THE RIM OF THE DUNE’S FORWARD SLOPE ..- - 
HERR OBERLEUTNANT, I HAVE THAT JERRY SERGEANT’S A DECENT BLOKE 7 
VITAL INFORMATION WHICH MUST BUT I'VE GOT TO STOP HIM BLABBING J it’s 
BE PASSED AS QUICKLY AS MY DUTY! IT—IT GOES BEYOND PERSONAL . 
POSSIBLE TO ARMY HIGH FEELINGS — THE LIVES OF 

IMIAND «. a 3 THOUSANDS OF MY FELLOW- 

ber ’ . > COUNT DEPEND 





THE BRITISH OFFICER'S TOMMY GUN WAS CLOSE AT HAND. HE PICKED IT UP. HiS 
HANDS SHOOK, FOR HE OETESTED THE THOUGHT OF WHAT HE HAD TO DO... 


VITAL_INFORMATION , EX ? AND 
JUST WHAT 1S THIS VITAL 
INFORMATION, FELDWEBEL ? 





TO BE FORCED TO SHCOT 

DOWN A MAN WHO'S JUST | 
SAVED YOUR LIFE... I'VE | 
ONLY ONE CONSOLATION, /F _ \! 
IT'S A CONSOLATION / I WON'T 
HAVE TO LIVE WITH THE | 
THOUGH’ | 


: ‘ 
SURE OF THATS / ea 








Sound The Alarm 


FINGER TOOK THE FIRST PRESSURE ON THE TRIGGER — 


DO 7HEN..-- 





5é 





HIS 
AA 








Sound The Alarm 37 


VINCE LAY GAPING AT THE S.A.S. CAPTAIN WHO HAD APPEARED SO UNEXPECTEDLY 
BESIDE HIM. THE GERMANS DREW OUT OF EARSHOT 





FRA 
ARMOUR, BUT LET THE JERRIES THINK THERE 
WERE ONLY DUMMY TANKS THERE / 








Sound Th 


SS 


? ® < 
HALLORAN WONDERED AT THE SO LONG, FELDWESEL ~ 
Se ee WHAT WAS IT THE: OBERLEUTNANT 

: CALLED YOU ? LENSDORF? WELL 
I HOPE THE TWO OF US ARE ALIVE 
AND KICKING WHEN THIS WAR'S 
A OVER. I’D LIKE TO MEET 


ma 
THE WORLD MIGHT BENEFIT, HE MUSED, IF MEN 
OF GOODWILL FROM BOTH SIDES COULD GET 
TOGETHER AND TALK OVER OLD BATTLES — 
WITHOUT RANCOUR - 








ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 213—WHERE RaNenne STALES No. 21IS—THE UNDEFEATED 


: Picrune | 
y Stew | 





Three men, flung together by fate into What was the terrible secret of the 
silent village 2? As mighty armoured 
forces clashed in battle, the answer was 
and courage when all seemed lost. revealed. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 214—ROUGH JUSTICE 


Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
2nd November, are :— 


No. 216—THE LAST COMMAND No. 218—STRIKE SILENT 
No. 217—TEETH OF THESHARK No. 219—AGAINST ALL ODDS 


Dieppe’s fiery cauldron, found glory 








MUSCLES Made Easy! 


I'LL PROVE IN 7 DAYS 


THAT YOU CAN BUILD » Che 


HANDSOME MUSCLES 


I don’t waste your time and energy with strenuous 
exercises, weights and other contraptions. I guaran- 
tee to give you a strong, healthy body crammed 
with live, rippling, handsome muscles. How will 
I do it? With *‘ Dynamic-Tension ’—my dis- 
covery that transformed me from a 7-stone 
weakling into the World’s Champion. 
* Dynamic-Tension ° is the easy, natural way 
of developing real men—inside and out. It 
broadens your shoulders, deepens your 
chest, makes your arms and legs strong and 
practically tireless. Not only that—it also 
gets rid of tiredness, constipation. and 
other joy-killing ailments. 


ACCEPT MY FREE 7 DAY TRIAL 


If you don’t get real results within one week, 
you won’t owe mea penny! Try my system 
now—and be the Man you should be ! : ; ¥o0 con 
32-PAGE BOOK—FREE. Read about my amazing ‘ “ 

trial offer in my famous Book, See what “ Dynamic- Y 
Tension " has done for me and thousands of others, 


what it can do for you! Post coupon at once to— 
CHARLES ATLAS. Dept. 17-x Chitty Street 


London, W.1 
| SEND FOR MY FREE TRIAL OFFER | 


















| HERE'S THE KIND OF CHARLES ATLAS ; 
1 BQDY | WANT Dept. 17-X, Chitty St., London, W.1. | 
: (Check as many a+ Send me absolutely FREE a copy of your famous } 
1 jane ie book showing how “ Dynamic-Tension " can make 
1 vou like) mea new man and details of your amazing 
1 A Deep Chest 7-DAY FREE TRIAL OFFER 1 
H O Big Arm Muscles NAME..... Sian mare cerns saeeee secssabreces 
1 © Broad Shoulders (Block Letters.. Please) 
H 6 Tireless Legs ADDRESS 04 seseicied tsiccccsciccacascessesasscc 
Wei ' 
CHARLES ATLAS | a ae ta natity | CUTE SSE SUSe ete eteeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeees 
agnetic Perso: y 
on : . AGE...... 

| Hae ee ey 


